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express to him from the invisible world, which, if
he had not despised, he might have escaped, and
avoided the danger.

Now, had this been the Devil, if I have any no-
tion of the Devil, and of his nature, as well as de-
signs, his part would rather have been to have sent
an agent of his to the troop of robbers his friends,
to give them notice, that such a gentleman, and
such another with him, was coming upon the way,
and that in such a place they should be sure to
meet and surprise them. He would have been so
far from warning the gentlemen of their danger,
that he would have run them into it with all the
artifice he was master of; and I will not say that he
did not prompt the two gentlemen above, to scoff
and flout at the poor second-sighted man, and make
a jest of his intelligence, as you have heard; that so
they might go on, and fall into the danger they were
warned against, rather than go another way, and
avoid it.

Some of these informing spirits think fit to
appear themselves to these second-sighted people,
and not to others; and if the author of the descrip-
tion of the western islands of Scotland may be
credited, who also names not the circumstances only,
but the persons, they have not only abundance of
these second-sighted people there, but they have
abundance of things discovered to them in this
manner, and especially upon the approaching death
or disasters of any person or family. It is true, the
examples he brings are most of them trifling, but
we have many relations in that country generally
received for truth, which are considerable: and di-
vers examples are to be had, which are new, and
without precedent; nothing is more frequent among
them than that of foretelling the death of any per-
son, some examples of which I can give of my own
knowledge.